
IMPACT OF BEING DESIGNATED A LARGE OR SMALL URBAN VILLAGE 
Compiled by the Fairfield Plaza Neighbourhood Group, with support from Gonzales Neighbourhood Association, this bro-
chure demonstrates the implications of a designation of a Small or a Large Urban Village in the Official Community Plan 
(OCP).  The OCP requires that local area plans support the development of complete Urban Villages within 400 metres of 
Village Centres (OCP 6.20). 

The quotes below demonstrate that the real estate industry and the City understand and use of the clause (6.20 OCP) to 
achieve higher density urban developments than traditional residential areas are accustomed to.
 
Aryze Development letter to Council:
Conformity to Official Community Plan
We believe that our proposal complements and supports Victoria’s Official Community Plan (OCP) and its vision. A new, 
low-rise multi-family development in this location will support the goal of 40% of new population growth by 2041 that will 
take place within town centres and urban villages throughout the city. As our site is located only 300 metres from the 
Hillside/Shelbourne intersection, it is ideally located to support this objective, and do so in a way that enhances the City’s 
sustainability goals.

Abstract president Mike Miller said “We believe in high-quality design. We are going to use guidance from staff and 
guidance from the official community plan to make the final decisions on the application.” 
VicNews July 16, 2017 – Fort Street and Pentrelew Place development

Abstract president Mike Miller said “We’re within 400 metres of downtown.  So we really are in the hub of everything.  
Millar said his proposal not only meets the aims expressed in the official community plan...” 
Times Colonist Sunday 8 April 2018 – Fort Street and Pentrelew Place development  

The Fairfield Plaza Neighbourhood Group, and Gonzales Neighbourhood Association encourage Fairfield and Gonzales 
residents to understand the designation and impact of large or small urban villages in the OCP to the traditional residential 
areas surrounding them.






